
 Something happened in the 
Thornton household last week: an old 
dog learning new tricks.  Over a year 
ago I registered on Facebook, having 
been told that it was a great way to 
keep in touch with people.  You can 
“talk” with your friends, tell them 
what’s going on in your life, and hear 
about theirs.  That sounded good but it 
was a bit more complicated than I ex-
pected and I never really made a go of 
it. 
 However, having my name listed 
as a member meant other people who 
recognised my name sent me emails to 
tell me they wanted to be included on 
my list of “friends,” so that once they 
were confirmed we would be able to 
contact each other easily. 
 A few days ago my son David 
helped me log on to Facebook, and con-
firmed those people who’d requested 
to be added.  I now have 61 Facebook 
Friends and more in the works.  I can 
view pictures of Friends, I can give 
them a poke (a reminder that I'm still 
around), send a message, or discover 
mutual friends we might have.  It all 
seems quite good and reminds me how 
communications have evolved. 
 Years ago one of my ancestors 
was a “Pony Express” rider and carried 
letters from one city to another as 
quickly as was possible by a man riding 
a good horse.  The British pioneered 
the Royal Mail and an amazingly quick 
and efficient letter delivery system. 
 I was looking as some mementoes 
from my parents’ wedding.  The way to 
communicate quickly then was with a 
telegram.  Or you could telephone, but 
only if you had enough money.  Now 
calls to our family in Canada cost next 
to nothing.  Better still, we use Skype 
and a webcam to talk and see each 
other live over the internet, for free. 
 If you want to get a message to a 
large audience, a newspaper editorial 

or article works well; radio or televi-
sion are faster, and now there are 
internet broadcasts to a potentially 
world-wide audience. 
 The best communications con-
vince the heart and the mind.  They 
change lives, give wisdom, and open 
minds.  The ultimate communicator is 
God – who has written his message in 
the sky, in Creation, in our hearts and 
minds.  God communicates with us 
through his word in the Bible, through 
the Prophets, through prose, poetry, 
analogy, historical record, stories and 
truthful statements of his love for us 
and his concern for all humankind. 
 And He came in the person of 
Jesus Christ, and walked and taught 
and laughed and cried with us.  He was 
the greatest Teacher who ever lived, 
and his prayers were the greatest ever 
spoken.  His disciples knew him as the 
“Living Word” and no word has ever 
communicated more effectively.  When 
he died and rose again, he promised 
the gift of God the Holy Spirit, who 
came to open our hearts and minds to 
the reality of God's presence in our 
lives. 
 Today the Holy Spirit continues 
God's work of communicating with us.  
There is power in God's communica-
tion:  power to change our lives, to 
help us become everything God in-
tended us to be.  Jesus said, “My sheep 
listen to my voice and I know them 
and they follow me.  I give them eter-
nal life, and they will never perish, no 
one will snatch them from my 
hand” (John 10:27). 
 How wonderful it was to see two 
adults baptised and four confirmed into 
the family of God at our Holy Saturday 
Service.  It is a sign of God at work, 
communicating in the world today his 
message of love and hope. 
Howard May  2009 



St James Church Annual Congregational Meeting 
held in St James Church Centre – Sunday 26 April 2009 – 12:30 

   
1.Howard welcomed everyone to the meeting and conducted opening prayers. 
2.30 members were in attendance.   Apologies: June Smith. 
Minutes of the Annual Congregational meeting 2008 
Regrettably, these could not be traced; it is feared that none were 
taken. 
Election of members of St James Church Committee 
Nominations were received for :  
    Proposed   Seconded 
Margaret Martin  Lesley Williams Chris Woodman 
Rosanne Butler   Lesley Williams Margaret Martin 
Trudy Jones   Margaret Martin Chris Woodman 
Beverley Hughes   Rosanne Butler Rose Neale 
Doug Treadwell  Gwen Fancutt  Francis Chandler 
Dave Stanley   John Goodwin  Dave Stanley 
Joy Harbison   Erme Clarke   Chris Woodman 
They were unanimously elected, en bloc. 
 
In addition, elected members of the PCC serve on the 
Church Committee 
Gerald Ives          Church Warden 
Joan Coleman  Parish Treasurer 
Una Dean            Deanery Synod Representative 
Chris Woodman           Deanery Synod Representative 
Lesley Williams 
Nathan Phillips 
Choy Lai 
Clare Edwards   
 
Election of Deputy Church Warden 
Margaret Martin was unanimously elected and applauded for her long term faithful work for St 
James. 
There was a request for volunteer  ‘Assistant Deputy Wardens’ to learn the trade during 
the coming year. 
Thanks were recorded to Alan Howell – Chief Sidesperson – for his cheerfully accomplished role 
in coordinating the service rota. 
Church Centre report       Chris Woodman 
The garden is now well established.  Profuse thanks again expressed to John & Catherine Gawne-
Cain. Doug Treadwell has taken on the task of coordinating its maintenance. 
There have been hiccups with the heating system & with cleaning; both hopefully solved in the 
short term. 
St James and the Parish have held some great and happy functions. 
Ideas are welcomed for future events & for long-term and one-off lettings, to increase income. 
 
Unanimous thanks were voiced to CW for her management of the centre & the catering team – 
and thanks to all of them, too. 
Rector’s report 
Richard Chand’s Anglican Asian Church may join us – a service at 1.00 in Church, followed by re-
freshments and fellowship in the Church Centre; arrangements have yet to be finalised. 
 Members were encouraged to speak to Howard or PCC/Church Committee members if 

Elections 
 
The following people were elected 
at the Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting on Sunday 19 April 2009 
 
Members of the PCC 
 
Jenny Bushell 
Joan Coleman 
Clare Edwards 
Patrick Gilday 
Choi Lai 
Nathan Phillips 
Lesley Williams 
 
Deanery Synod Representa-
tives 
 
Pat Chung 
Una Dean 
Diana Pope 
Christine Woodman 
 
Wardens 
 
Gerald Ives 
Norah Shallow  



they had any concerns/questions which should be raised at meetings. 
 Further thanks to the Chronicle team: Rosanne Butler, Carol Thornton, Philip Hind. 
 The Parish Office & administrative team are establishing routines:  Howard, Elaine and 
Susannah. 
 Church @ The Centre on the fourth Sunday of the month is established and successfully 
reaching new families. 
 The third PCC Vision morning will be on Saturday 23 May. It should result in an outreach 
plan for the Parish. 
 St James Patronal festival will be celebrated on Saturday 25 July, hopefully to include a party 
for J & C G-C, who will return from their new home for it. 
Any other business: comments, questions 
UD    told us about receiving positive feedback on the welcome received at St James by par-
ticipants on the Ride & Stride 
CU    all money raised at church events should be given to a Christian organisation/charity, 
rather than other good causes  ACTION : this will be taken to the PCC 
MM thanks recorded to Howard for his leadership and coping with such a steep learning curve 
GF    please would all readers/preachers speak into the microphone  
CU    will the t-loop ever work properly? It needs expensive professional attention, for which we 
must budget or seek contributions 
CU    can money be donated to the CEF instead of carrying food to church?  Bank account 
details will be supplied in the Chronicle &/or speak to Margaret Weller 
 
Date of next Annual Congregational Meeting: To be confirmed 
The meeting closed at 1.30 pm with the Grace. 

Dear Readers, 
 What an exciting, action-packed month we in the parish have in store, to say nothing of 
the eventful April that has just gone.  In our last letter we wished you all a joyous Easter, 
and we think we can confidently say that for most of us it was.  Our services were glori-
ous, our churches were beautifully decorated, and we sang the lovely Easter hymns with 
gusto.  We certainly know how to rejoice. 
 Talking of singing with gusto, we are delighted to report that the Cowley Proms, so 
very successful last year, are scheduled for 26th September 2009.  As in last year’s concert, 
some “Last Night” traditional songs will be included and the first half, though different, will 
be no less exciting.  Tickets will be on sale in July, so watch out for them. 
 We have at last, we hope, reached a solution for the escalating cost of producing your 
parish magazine.  How would you like to reserve your own copy (with your name at the 
top) month by month for a whole year?  This is how it will work.  For all ten copies – re-
member there are double issues in July and December – we are asking just £3 (30p per 
copy) to be paid in August to your church distributor.  Stella Atkins at St Francis and 
May Morgan at St James have agreed to collect the subs.  Each month, from September, 
your copy will be in church for you and those people confined to home will have theirs 
delivered.  We will run this scheme for a year to see how it works, in the hope that parish 
funds will not have to suffer through the popularity of the Chronicle. 
 Finally, you will, we’re sure, be delighted to hear that twelve would-be campanologists 
are now learning to ring the bells in St James – Wonderful.  It just shows what can happen 
when an idea is launched in our parish magazine.  Any suggestions for what next? See you 
at the plant sale! 
 God bless.                                       Rosanne and Carol  



This CartoonChurch.com cartoon originally appeared in the 
Church Times and is taken from ‘The Dave Walker Guide to 
the Church’, published by Canterbury Press. 

Roll up for the Bumper Spring 
Plant Sale! 

 
 Our parish treasurer, Joan Coleman, 
has given me the challenge to get every 
one of you, your friends, relations and 
neighbours to pack into the Church Cen-
tre on Saturday, 16th May between 10 am 
and 1:30 pm to buy loads of things you 
probably don’t realise yet that you want.  
Or maybe you do!  How will you be able 
to resist the huge selection of excellent 
plants to grace your gardens, tubs, and 
window boxes? 
 But there’s more – much more.  On 
sale will be gorgeous home-made pre-
serves, nearly new items, some excellent 
garden tools, and a wide range of books.  
Refreshments will be available to enjoy at 
the sale, and there will be cakes to buy and 
take home.  So do come along! 
 Joan would like to hear from anyone 
prepared to help with setting up tables, 
serving, or tidying up on the day.  She lives 
at 95 Crescent Road, and her telephone 
number is 770 865. 

Mothers’ Union News 
St George; India; and Wine, cheese 

and poems 
 
 Our monthly meeting for April took the shape of 
a lunch party for members and friends, to celebrate 
our patron saint, St George.  This is the third con-
secutive year that we have held our St George’s Day 
lunch so it is becoming something of a tradition.  The 
two-course lunch followed by coffee and chocolates 
was enjoyed by 25 members and guests.  The dioce-
san literature representative, Valerie Flook, brought 
booklets, greetings cards and other Mothers’ Union 
material and also joined us for lunch. 
 The May meeting will take place on May 18th with 
a talk on Northern India. 
 On Saturday, 16th May, our branch will hold 
another wine, cheese, and poems evening.  This is in 
response to the enthusiastic comments following a 
similar event last year.  The evening will begin at 7 
pm, and is open to all who enjoy poetry accompanied 
by a good glass of wine (or two!) and supper.  The 
cost of the evening will be £5 if you don’t bring a 
poem, but only £3 if you do.  If you do not wish to 
read out your chosen poem, why not bring along a 
friend to read it for you?  If you are a poet yourself, 
do bring one of your own creations.  We had some 
marvellous compositions at our last evening, and 
look forward to another lively and interesting event.  

This is a poem written by Gertrude Wood, a lady 
Howard knew in Canada.  She and her friend Violet 
Copeland published a little volume entitled “Wood 
Violets” when Gertrude was in her 100th year.  It 
included this poem.  (Johnny-jump-ups are another 
name for violets.)  
 
Queen May 
The birds were singing their merriest lay. 
Then quickly came in lovely May 
To be crowned the Queen of Spring that day. 
Dressed in a leafy pale green gown 
She came for a flower to form her crown. 
Peonies blushed in the dewy dawn 
And dandelions flecked the green of the lawn. 
At the foot of the tree smiled Johnny-jump-ups 
And tulips were flaunting their colourful cups. 
A breeze that was tossing the daffodils 
Set lilacs dancing in wild quadrilles. 
Each flower blossom seemed a gem 
But May, while smiling at all of them, 
Chose violets for her diadem. 



 One of the saints who are remembered 
this month is the Venerable Bede, who is now 
commemorated on 25 May.  In about 672/3, around the time England had become Christi-
anised, Bede was born on the lands of the monastery of St Peter and St Paul at Wear-
mouth and Jarrow, in Northumbria.  We don’t know much about his family background.  
The name probably derives from the Old English bēd, or prayer.  If this was the name given 
him as a baby, it may mean that from his birth, his family had planned on his entering the 
clergy.  When he was only seven years old, he was entrusted to the care of Benedict Bis-
cop, who had founded the monastery, and he spent the rest of his life there, with a few 
visits outside.  When he was 19 he was ordained deacon, and made a priest at 30. 
 The monastery at Jarrow had an excellent library and was renowned as a centre of 
learning.  Bede corresponded with scholars, bishops, and abbots throughout the country 
who were sources of further information. 
 Of himself Bede wrote, "I have devoted my energies to a study of the Scriptures, ob-
serving monastic discipline, and singing the daily services in church; study, teaching, and 
writing have always been my delight."  Indeed he became known as the most learned man 
of his day.  He was careful always to record the sources of his information, making his 
writings more reliable than many others.  Bishop Boniface wrote that by his scriptural 
commentary, he “shone forth as a lantern in the church.” 
 Bede is best known for his Historia ecclesiastica gentis Anglorum (History of the English 
People).  It is a history of Britain to AD729, including how the Celtic peoples were con-
verted to Christianity up to the third century, the invasion of the Anglo-Saxon invasion of 
the fifth and sixth centuries, and their conversion by Celtic and Roman missionaries.  The 
work is still our primary source for understanding the beginnings of the English people and 
the advent of Christianity.  His commentaries on the Pentateuch and other books of the 
bible were influential.  He was the first person to write scholarly works in the English lan-
guage, and translated the Gospel of John into Old English, completing it on the day of his 
death. 
 He was also an influential author writing of the natural world, mathematics, music, as-
tronomy, and grammar. His work on time influenced the church in its task of calculating 
the date of Easter.  His use of something similar to anno Domini was influential in the AD 
dating system becoming widespread in western Europe.  He wrote homilies, and hymns 
and other verse. 
 Bede died of natural causes, in his cell at the monastery on Ascension Day in the year 
735.  He was buried at Jarrow, but his remains are now in Durham Cathedral.   
 On 13th November 1899 Pope Leo XIII declared Bede a Doctor of the Church, the 
only person from Britain to achieve this designation.  His feast day was designated as 27 
May, but it has since been moved to 25 May. 



 This month my interview 
has taken a very different 
turn but as most of my read-
ers know I’m never one to 
sink into a rut.  So be pre-
pared for an article with a 
three-fold thrust: a philoso-
phy, a building and an inter-
view with one of the people 
who work there. 
 This all began with a chat 
with the Archdeacon at 
Susannah’s welcoming party 
at St Francis.  He and I got 
into a conversation about the 
Chronicle, and as a trustee of 
Emmaus Oxford he sug-
gested that my readers 
would like to learn more 
about it.  Having waiting sev-
eral months for the phone 
call he promised me (well, I 
guess he is a busy chap) 
Carol and I discussed the 
possibility of my taking the 
initiative and walking through 
the Emmaus Centre’s front 
door. 
 Before I go any further 
I’d better explain where the 
centre is located.  Next door 
to the United Reformed 
Church, opposite the police 
station, a building has been 
growing throughout the win-
ter.  Because it was hidden 
behind huge hoardings with a 
couple of flags flying I, for 
one, have been most in-
trigued to see what would 
eventually emerge.  About a 
month ago all was revealed 
and the entrance emerged, 
graced with the poshest cycle 
rack in Cowley.  The front 
garden has been landscaped 
and it all looks very smart.  

So it was with some trepida-
tion that I mounted the steps 
and was about to ring the 
bell when the door flew 
open and a young man 
greeted me with a big smile.  
His name is Steve and he 
agreed to meet me a few 
days later. 
 As the history of the Em-
maus movement is outlined 
separately, I will tell you 
about what is happening here 
in Cowley.  First Steve ex-
plained about the people 
who live there.  To become a 
Companion, as the residents 
are called, requires an inter-
view with the Community 
Leader who makes it clear 
from the outset that the 
Centre is not a hostel but a 
home.  Initially each person 
must sign off from social 
benefits and become self-
supporting.  This usually 
means working for an Em-
maus project.  Naturally this 
is a huge challenge for those 
who have lived on the 
streets or in hostels for the 
homeless and have relied on 
a weekly benefit, so much so 
that some just walk away. 
 However for the eight 
Companions now living 
there, it has been a chance to 
start a new life, which is just 
what each of them was look-
ing for.  Eventually the Cen-
tre will offer a home to 24 
people.  The main project 
that employs them is a sec-
ond-hand furniture super-
store in Westlands Drive on 
the Northway Estate.  This is 
run by Carl who used to 

manage the OCVA Furniture 
Recycling Project.  This has 
now been transferred to Em-
maus.  The concept is superb 
– the store receives dona-
tions of unwanted, reusable 
furniture, electrical appli-
ances and other household 
items from anywhere in Ox-
fordshire.  These are then 
restored or mended and sold 
to the general public at very 
reasonable prices, with re-
ductions for those on bene-
fits.  From what I can gather 
there is a huge warehouse 
full of excellent items for 
sale.  This is where the Com-
panions come in, as they 
learn skills in furniture resto-
ration, maintenance electrical 
goods, and driving the vans, 
all for a regular wage.  With-
out the store many of these 
items would be taken to 
landfill sites. 
 Emmaus has an allotment 
where several of the Com-
panions have begun to grow 
their own produce.  There is 
also the hope that as the 
number of residents grows, 
local firms and businesses will 
offer employment. 
 The Centre is a lovely 
building with a large, well-
equipped kitchen, dining 
room, laundry, TV room, 
games room and library.  
Each person who lives there 
has his own en-suite bed-
room.  Apart from an eve-
ning meal cooked by a volun-
teer lady and one of the 
Companions, each resident 
looks after himself.  The 
cleaning and laundry, all 



breakfasts and lunches, even 
tidying up and planting the 
back garden, are their re-
sponsibility.  In other words, 
the Centre is indeed a home, 
designed to give each person 
a chance to make a new start 
in life, no matter how long it 
takes. 
 The building is a shell fur-
nished from the second-hand 
store.  It feels lovely and new 
but rather empty.  The 
games room has a half-size 
second-hand snooker table 
and a few chess sets.  They 
are looking for some suitable 
board games to make the 
room more inviting. 
 There is a TV lounge 
with a television set and so-
fas, but no cushions, no pic-
tures on the walls, and only 
the odd lonely pot plant.  
The library is a room in the 
roof with nothing in it.  They 
are about to install book-
shelves but have not a single 
book. I asked Steve what 
kind of books would be wel-
come, and he told me that 
several of the residents have 
academic degrees, so history, 
biographies, and such would 
be suitable, alongside some 
good novels.  Every part of 
the house is spotlessly clean 
and cared-for.  I expect you 
might already be thinking, 
“I’ve got ________ that 
might be useful.”  I know I 
am, and I have already desig-
nated some surplus items to 
donate. 
 Emmaus Oxford is not 
without its supporters.  
Terry Waite, President of 
Emmaus UK, came to the 
site last March to dig for the 

first foundations (with a bull-
dozer of course!) and in June 
Camilla Parker-Bowles will 
come to officially open the 
Centre. One of its trustees is 
our own Archdeacon.  How-
ever I have a feeling that the 
warm kindly people of our 
parish might want to be sup-
porters too. 
 Finally, what of Steve 
James, who showed me 
round?  Well, he seems tai-
lor-made for his position as 
Community Leader.  For 
over a decade he has worked 
in hostels for the homeless, 
mainly in Oxford.  About 
seven years ago he moved to 
Reading to do similar work.  
He has a personal philosophy 
that the way to help people 
turn around their broken 
lives and gain self-respect is 
through employment.  When 
he heard about this post, he 
was sure it would be right 
for him.  His interview was 
rigorous, involving amongst 
other things a day of obser-
vation.  As a member of staff 
he has a variety of responsi-
bilities including the security 
of the building.  House rules 
completely ban the use of 
drugs.  The Companions may 

invite visitors to their home; 
there is even a visitors’ guest 
suite where friends or family 
members can stay at week-
ends.  Obviously there is a 
close check on visitors in or-
der to keep the Centre safe. 
 It is clear that Steve has 
an easy relationship with 
those who live and work 
there; at least that was my 
impression as we walked 
round.  I found the whole 
experience remarkable and 
quite unexpected.  As I 
shook hands to say goodbye, 
I promised that I would ask 
our readers if anyone has any 
unwanted fishing tackle, as a 
couple of Companions have 
expressed an interest in an-
gling, and he is keen to help 
them get started.  Any of-
fers? 
 If you would like to con-
tact the Emmaus Centre, 
their phone number is 01865 
402073 (or just ring their 
door-bell like I did!) 
 To contact the Second-
hand Superstore, ring 763698 
between 9:30 am and 3:30 
pm, Monday through Friday, 
or email furni-
ture@emmausoxford.org. 
 

History of Emmaus 
 
 The first Emmaus Community was founded in 1949 by 
the Abbé Pierre, Father Henri-Antoine Groues, a former 
member of the French Resistance.  As an MP, he fought to 
provide homes for those living on the streets of Paris.  One 
night, Georges, a homeless man, tried to commit suicide in 
the Seine.  He had been released after 20 years in prison 
and found his family unable to cope with his reappearance. 
 When he was brought to the Abbé Pierre, he was not 
just offered a place to sleep.  The Abbé told Georges about 
the homeless mothers who needed help.  Would he join in 



his mission to help them?  Georges became 
the first Emmaus Companion.  He helped 
build temporary homes for those in need, 
first in the priest’s own garden and then 
wherever land could be obtained.  Later 
Georges said, “Whatever else he might have 
given me…I’d still have tried to kill myself.  
What I was missing…was something to live 
for.” 
 In 1951 Abbé Pierre resigned as an MP 
to devote himself to fighting poverty and 
homelessness.  Without his salary to pay for 
the 18 men of the community, the former 
MP put on his cassock and medals and 
toured the restaurants of Paris, asking for 
donations.  But the Companions were out-
raged.  They said that begging compromised 
their self-respect.  So to raise the money 
they needed, they collected things people no 

longer needed and sold them on.  The con-
cept was born:  Companions who run self-
supporting businesses, with the profits going 
to those in greater need. 
 In the brutal winter of 1954, angered by 
needless deaths, Abbé Pierre appealed to 
the nation.  The public responded and sup-
port flooded in.  Across France, Emmaus 
communities opened.  As the Abbé spread 
the word, communities were established in 
Europe, Africa, the Far East and South 
America. 
 In 1990 the UK’s first Emmaus Com-
munity opened near Cambridge.  They con-
tinue to be established here, based on the 
founding principles of acceptance, sharing, 
self-respect, and working for others in 
greater need.  

  For more than sixty years Christian Aid 
has provided relief to those hit by disaster, 
helped people help to themselves out of pov-
erty, and spoken out against injustice.  
 Christian Aid is driven by the gospel of 
good news to the poor.  It is inspired by the 
vision of a new earth where all people can 
live in justice, peace and plenty.  
They are passionate about, and experienced 
at, helping people in need. 
 60 years on and the world isn’t getting 
any fairer.  Children in Gaza are going to 
schools pockmarked with bullet 
holes.  Parents are selling their daughters in 
marriage to earn the money so the family can 
survive a drought in Afghanistan.  Life expec-
tancy for women in Zimbabwe is now just 34 
years – yet just a decade ago it was 65.  The 
income of some multinational companies ex-
ceeds that of entire countries.  

 So the work of Christian Aid hasn’t 
stopped.  They plan to carry on tackling the 
causes of poverty.  They want to support lo-
cal organisations that deliver real, practical 
change.  Christian Aid aims to work to free 
the world from poverty and injustice now – 
not just in the future. 
  The Parish of Cowley has a long tradi-
tion of supporting the work of Christian 
Aid.  Christian Aid Week is 10-16 
May.  Please get involved with our cam-
paign.  We’ll be going door to door giving 
information and asking for money for Chris-
tian Aid.  It’s our chance to do something to 
help poor people throughout the world – it’s 
an opportunity for each of us to make a dif-
ference in the lives of people who are hungry, 
without hope or help.  Please do something 
to help those who have so little.    

The Parish of Cowley Helping the Poorest of the 
Poor.                   Christian Aid Week – 10-16 



The Eagle and the Rabbits 
 
One day an eagle stood on a rock 
watching some rabbits playing around, 
running and jumping up and down. 
the eagles stared at them, then spoke: 
 
How silly you are!  How feeble and small 
with your bobbing tails 
and floppy ears 
and twitching noses 
and rabbity fears. 
You run away 
or play all day 
and live underground 
and dive down your holes  
at the slightest sound. 
You’re no example 
to mankind at all. 
Whoever heard of a flag with a rabbit on it? 
Or a rabbit-badge on a soldier’s bonnet? 
The rabbit’s a symbol, I’m sorry to say 
of cowardice and running away. 
While an eagle (and he lifted up his beak_ 
is as powerful as you are weak. 
 
He rustled his feathers and spread his claws. 
I rule the sky and make the laws. 
Look at the nations that have adopted me 
as their effigy –  
Imperial Rome had eagles as their sing 
and Prussian helmets an eagle design. 
And Russia (when the Czar was there) 

a two-headed eagle and a bear. 
And America to this day 
has a bald-headed eagle to show the way. 
I embody all that’s strong. 
It matters not whether right or wrong. 
The rabbits listened, then ran away. 
They had thought of another game to play. 
 
But not long after the eagle’s oration 
came a drastic change in the situation. 
The eagles began to disappear 
from the rocks and mountains and air. 
Some were hunted, some lost their land 
as towns and cities began to expand. 
Pollution came and choked the air. 
The eagles became exceedingly rare, 
while the homely rabbits, though still afraid, 
jumped and played 
and spread their families far and wide 
through the countryside. 
 
So you see, although the bunny 
didn’t appear on helmets or flags or money, 
his race survived 
and stayed alive. 
 
So it’s possible to be a rabbit for peace 
and still increase, 
when the eagles of war 
soar no more. 
 
John Daniel 
from Animal Fables 

News from Church Cowley St James Primary School 
 
In Church Cowley St James Primary School we had a visitor whose name is John Daniels.  
He is a poet who talked about and showed us some poems that he had written and trans-
lated from French into English.  Mrs. Watt, the teacher who booked him, said that it was 
good that a retired man is still enjoying poems and helping children to enjoy his poetry too.  
The poems were fables, because they were about animals and they had a moral.  Here is a 
fable he translated from French.  The children really loved it.                        Jamie 

Cowley Local History Society 
 On 17th May at 8:00 pm the Cowley Local History Society will host an illustrated 
talk by Henrietta Leyser entitled, “Edward the Confessor and Westminster Abbey.”  The 
meeting will be held at the United Reformed Church, Temple Road, and the cost is £3.  A 
membership to the society can be had for £12 (concessions £10) and is available at the 



Sorry about last month’s blip.  Did you miss my ‘pearls of wisdom’? 
 
The beautiful April weather has surely tempted you into your garden, and we all have re-
joiced in the blossoms along our roads (unless you are a martyr to spring hay fever). 
It has been a lovely year if you can ignore the credit crunch! 
 
My lilac and Clematis Montana are now breaking bud and will, I think, be fully out for the 
beginning of May.  Forty years ago when we had our first baby, the lilac was out in the third 
week of May to celebrate.  Thirty years ago the clematis flowered in the last week of May.  
Seasons do change quite dramatically over time – and we need to keep up. 
 
Did you take note of empty spaces in your garden which need to be filled this year in time 
for next spring?  Are there any more spaces this month?  Do you need more plants to hide 
next year’s bulbs when they die down and look messy as they build up flower for the fol-
lowing year? Oh yes, gardening can be a long term process! Keep a notebook if you cannot 
remember what you need. 
 
There is still time to sow seeds, runner beans, dwarf beans, and more lettuce and carrots.  
Also sow some more annual flowers which will extend your garden into autumn.  Try pot 
marigolds and nasturtiums; you can eat them, and they will attract blackfly away from your 
vegetables, as well as looking nice. 
 
Are you still interested in squirrels?  If you remember, I planted two tubs, with and without 
smelly prunings.  Throughout the winter I only saw one squirrel once – so not a very good 
trial.  Did yours work?  Come and tell me at the Plant Sale on 16th May. 
 

Diana Pope  

Plastic Milk Bottle Tops 
I wonder how you are getting on with 
your collection of milk bottle tops.  Mine 
looks woefully small but at least they are 
not being thrown in the bin and, I guess, 
put with all of yours we should be getting 
quite a lot.  Last month we asked if you’d 
like to help raise funds by bringing to 
church your bottle tops, red, green and 
blue, and once we have enough they can 
be sent off to a company that 
will give us money in return.  
There is a wicker basket in St 
James church and a container 
at St Francis for your contribu-
tions large or small and, as 
they say, every little helps! 

From the Parish Register April 2009 

Baptisms   
11 April 2009    
Austin Nagbama Asia &  Fozia Qureshi 

Confirmations 
11 April 2009 
Jamie Charlie Brown, Steven James Lall, John 
Simmons, David William Barnabas Thornton 

Funerals 
14 April 2009 
Kenneth Stafford Rumble 
 
30 April 2009 
Lily (Doll) Daltery 



May 17 Services Move 
to South Parks 
for Love Oxford 

 
 On Sunday, 17 May, the 10 and 10:30 
services at St James and St Francis will be 
happening in South Parks, as our parish 
joins with 40 other churches for 2009 Love Oxford.  Some parishioners have been to the 
service in other years.  If you haven’t been part of it in the past, we hope you’ll give it a try 
this year. 
 The vision for Love Oxford is simple: 
 • to declare the praises of Him who brought us out of darkness into Light 

 • to hear the Word of God preached by pastors in our city, and 

 • to pray for the peace of the city in which God has placed us. 

  We believe that this is one of the best ways to love our city: to show our love for and 
dependence on God; to speak in a public place about His deep and ever-flowing love, and 
to gather His Church together for our city. In this way we want to again plant the flag of 
the gospel at the very heart of Oxford. 
 After the service, there will be time for a picnic in the park, so please do bring a packed 
lunch or picnic. 
 To make it easier for people to attend, we are hiring a coach.  Please put your name on 
the list at the back of the churches to reserve a seat on the bus.  Here is the schedule for 
the day: 
 
 10:00 am  Coach leaves St James Church Centre 

 10:15 am Coach leaves St Francis Church 

 10:30 am Arrive at South Parks to take part in the combined service 

 11:00 am Service begins 

 1:30 pm Coach departs to bring us home 

 
 Here are the things to bring, to make it an enjoyable time:  a lawn chair or blanket to 
sit on; something to drink; sunscreen and a hat – we hope; an umbrella and waterproof 
jacket if needed; lunch for yourself, and if you like, enough to share in case someone has 
forgotten theirs; and a sense of adventure.  You might like to bring a camera for those pic-
nic shots. 
 And from now until the 17th, we can be praying for good weather, the preparations 
and all those who are making Love Oxford happen, and that hearts be opened to hear 
God’s word.  



To the members of the 
Parish - Thank you for 
your prayers, care and 
concern for me over 
the last few difficult 
weeks.  I felt sustained 
on a wave of prayer 
and I am deeply touched by the speed with 
which the Parish grapevine spread the news 
of my problems.  The care and concern 
shown to me was extraordinary and I am 
very grateful to you all. 
I can report that the surgery was a success.  
I am a little sore but healing well.  I am, of 
course, totally and irrevocably blind but the 
savage pain across my face has gone.  For 
the first time for nearly 17 years I have no 
further need to use eye drops and I do not 
have to go to the hospital for six months, 
the longest respite I have had in the same 
17 years. 
Thank you all so much.              Una 

 How 
can our holidays get better 

and better?  This one certainly proved 
that English hotels are very much worth visiting, 

some offering a very high standard.  The Best 
Western Bristol offered all that is English, excellent 
food, excellent friendly staff, and extremely com-
fortable accommodation. 
 So much so that we have made a provisional 
booking to return on April 6th, 2010 for four nights.  
Jim and Myra are already putting together an itiner-
ary for us; all the visits will be different from this 
year. 
 Mr and Mrs Young are the fourth generation of 
owners, the hotel having been in the same family 
since 1927; they eat most of their meals in the ho-
tel restaurant, and generally oversee the running of 
the hotel. 
 The excellent weather made our days out most 
enjoyable, as we visited Padstow, Megavissey and St 
Ives.  On Thursday we visited The Eden Project.  It 
was warm and sunny and we were able to sit out-
side and admire the wonderful displays of spring 
bulbs, as well as visiting the two biomes.  The 
Mediterranean biome was very colourful with beds 
of the most attractive tulips. 
 Evenings were the usual – good fun, everyone 
enjoying quizzes, beetle drives, and an excellent 
evening of entertainment provided by the hotel.  It 
was good to see Cyril and Vernon on the dance 
floor. 
 As most of you know, we are visiting the Chire 
Hotel in Boscombe on October 6th for 3 nights.  
We have two full days planned.  On the Wednes-
day, we shall go to the Isle of Wight to visit Os-
borne House, the country home of Queen Victoria 
and Prince Albert, and on Thursday we will visit 
Beaulieu Abbey, the home of Lord Montague.  
There will be lots to explore – the car museum, 
the house and the abbey.  There is an excellent 
monorail to take us around the grounds. 
 There are still a few vacancies for this holiday; 
the overall cost is £185.  Please don’t hesitate to 
contact Brian and Myself on 01425 280156 if you 
are interested in joining us.  Payment is due for this 
holiday on Sunday, 23rd August. 
 God is good. 

      Barbara 
Brown  

News from St Christopher’s CE Pri-
mary School 

 
 We had a very busy end to the 
Spring terms with various events taking 
place in our school. Our Year 4 children 
had a wonderful time participating in a 
Singing project with some of the choris-
ters from the Cathedral. The project fin-
ished with a performance in the Cathe-
dral and all the children thoroughly en-
joyed this unique experience. 
 During the last week in March we 
held an Art week in school and each 
class held an exhibition of their work on 
the final afternoon. It was lovely to see 
so many different works of art around 
the school. 
 The final week of the term saw the 
Y3/4 visit Hampton Court Palace as part 
of their project on the Tudors and the 
Y5/6 children visited Legoland as part of 
their Fairground Project. 
 We are now preparing for the sum-
mer terms – let’s hope for the lovely 
weather to continue! 
    Alison Holden 
    Head teacher  



Parish Visit to Christ Church Cathedral 
  
 The Cathedral is the Mother Church of the Oxford Diocese.  A Parish visit has been 
arranged for Wednesday May 20th at 3:00. 
 This beautiful 12th Century Church is amongst the oldest buildings in Oxford but its 
history stretches back to circa 680.  If you have never visited the Cathedral (or even if you 
have) now is your chance so please join us. 
 The visit will include a conducted tour of the Cathedral by an official guide, and a visit 
to the picture gallery to view its unique collection of art, including works by Michelangelo, 
Raphael, Rubens, van Dyck, Frans Hals and many others.  We will have afternoon tea (cost 
£3 payable to me on the day) and then we visit the Treasury and Cathedral shop.  The visit 
concludes with Choral Evensong at 6:00. 
 Unfortunately there is no parking at the Cathedral but we do have a very good bus ser-
vice and for those with cars, “park and ride is very convenient.” There is a list for names at 
the back of St James.   
 If you require any further information, please contact May Morgan at home 
on 454169, mobile 07906652593 or email maymorgan@sky.com.  

Notes from the March PCC Meeting 
The meeting was not well attended as several members were unwell or unavoidably unable 
to come. 
The installation of a sound system at St James Church Centre is being considered. 
Preparations are underway for updating the Electoral Roll and arrangements for the APCM 
are underway. 
Reports were received from the Treasurer, the Deanery Synod, St James and St Francis 
Church Committees and St James Church Centre Committee. 
The Treasurer reported on a recent donation – a gift to the Bishop’s Outreach Fund, and on 
a significant profit from the Parish Dinner and raffle.  We desperately need to increase our 
income and Howard agreed to consult the Diocesan Stewardship Advisor with a view to ar-
ranging a stewardship meeting for the parish. 
The Treasurer presented the budget for the coming year which was unanimously accepted.  
She pointed out the difficulty of creating a budget because donations and legacies are unpre-
dictable. 
Clare informed members of the PCC that she and Dan will be unable to continue in the role 
of Churchwarden. 
St James Committee discussed ways and means of funding the Chronicle and the possibility of 
making a small charge for Sea Shells. 
St Francis Committee reported several improvements including the installation of a new no-
tice board. 
Church Centre bookings are steady but more are needed.  Signs are needed to be installed in 
the grounds and two extra heaters are needed.  Sea Shells are flourishing, the lunch clubs are 
very successful and there have been several notable events. 
The Treasurer presented the draft accounts for 2008 and these were unanimously accepted. 
The Revd John Gawne-Caine joined the meeting and explained the stages in applying for a 
Faculty and the reasons for this rather complicated process. 
Time was pressing so the two remaining items on the agenda were deferred until next time.  



 “I can’t get to church as easily as I used to but I still like to hear about what’s going on.”  
So often I hear that said, or something similar, from our housebound parishioners.  I can 
think of at least half a dozen such people without even trying.  So I’m asking for the help of 
those of you who are more mobile, to let our elderly friends know about the plans we 
have for subscriptions to the Chronicle.  If we don’t tell them they won’t be able to re-
serve their personal monthly copy, and that would be a shame. 
 Do you live near, or do you visit, one of our former churchgoers?  If you do, please 
take a copy of this month’s magazine to them (and a copy of the Link too if possible) and 
while you are doing that, could you also volunteer to once a month deliver their Chroni-
cle, please?  That would be marvellous.  Remember, these lovely people once did all sorts 
of active tasks within our parish, and one day we too might be relying on the “youngsters” 
to help us keep in touch. 

Rosanne Butler 

KEEPING IN TOUCH  

 As we look back over the year to write 
this report on the life of St. Francis Church, 
it brings to light once more that so many 
people have given their skills and time; mak-
ing a valuable contribution to our worship 
and to the care of the building. 
 As a congregation we have experienced 
many changes this year. Patrick Gilday has 
taken over as organist. His commitment and 
music, and the choir have lifted the tone of 
our worship.  The Reverends Beth and Mi-
chael Spence were kind enough to celebrate 
a farewell Eucharist before their departure 
to Australia. This was followed by a party 
where we were able to thank them for their 
pastoral care and dedication to St Francis’ 
Church, and to give gifts to the family. Later 
in the year we were shocked and saddened 
by the sudden death of Gwen Ranklin. She 
was a pivotal part of St James and St Francis 
for many years and her love of God inspired 
her to use all her gifts and talents to our 
benefit. She particularly encouraged, nur-
tured and supported me with my job as 
Churchwarden, for which I will never cease 
to be grateful. During the interregnum we 
were fortunate enough to be well supported 
and cared for by many priests from all over 
the Cowley Deanery and we are very grate-
ful for the time and work they put in for us. 
Once a vicarage was obtained for them to 
live in, we were joined by our new Team 
Vicar Susannah Reide and her family (Fergus, 

her husband; and their children Ben, Max 
and Ottilie). It was a privilege and an honour 
as Churchwarden to be on the panel to 
choose a new vicar to St. Francis. It is a 
great responsibility and we are very glad that 
the congregation has endorsed our choice 
by their positive comments since Susannah 
has joined us. 
 The Church Hall continues to be well 
used and occupied on virtually every day of 
the week, by members of the local commu-
nity. When Florence Park Children’s Centre 
left us and moved into their new building, 
the Slade and Headington Children’s Centre 
moved in and continue to provide a fantastic 
drop in session for families with young chil-
dren. Another service is the Community 
Emergency Food Bank, which provides much 
needed food to people in severe need. They 
are constantly grateful for any donations of 
food if you can spare an item from your 
weekly shop. (Such as UHT milk, cereals, 
tinned food and sugar.) Rainbows (girls aged 
5-7) and Brownies (girls aged 7-10) meet 
weekly on Wednesdays and enjoy games and 
varied activities. Cubs (8-10) and Scouts (10-
14) meet in the hut behind the church every 
week taking part in games, activities and 
camps. Friends of St. Francis continue to 
meet every second Tuesday in the month at 
2:30pm with an active programme that eve-
ryone is welcome to join; they started as a 
house group but outgrew the house! The 
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Events this month from CMS 
 
7 May   Religious Conversion:  Re-thinking religious encounter in modern India 
8:00 pm A public lecture by Dr Atola Longkumer 
 
16 May Does Faith Work? 
10-3:30  A workshop day on the role of faith in the public space, with Paul Woolley 
 from the THEOS think-tank.  Plus four workshops on Faith in the School,  the 
Hospital, the Prison, and the Market  £10 (£8 concessions) 
 RSVP by 2 May to cathy.ross@cms-uk.org 
 
28 May  Mission Challenges from Contemporary India:  ‘that they may be one, 
8:00 pm that the world may know…’ (John 17) 
 St Thomas Lecture by Dr Joshva Raja 
 Consideration will be given to such issues as being a minority, conversion,  in-
ternal unity and contribution to development 
 
All these take place at the Crowther Centre for Mission Education, CMS, Watlington 
Road, Oxford OX4 6BZ.  For further information ring 01865 787400 or email Cathy Ross 
at the address above.  

Rosemary Conley diet and fitness club meet 
on a Tuesday evening. We also share our 
building with a Pentecostal church led by 
Pastor David, which meets on Friday eve-
nings for Bible study and Sunday afternoons 
for worship. 
 Hall maintenance is a continuing job as 
for every building. The roof has been re-
paired following the theft of lead flashing. 
We have a beautiful new sign board on the 
front of our church, with up to date infor-
mation, and our guttering and down pipes 
have all been cleaned out. Damp continues 
to be a problem on one of the side walls and 
we are awaiting instructions from Mr. Mont-
gomery, the architect as to what action 
should be taken. Following the departure of 
Florence Park family centre who were using 
our upper room as office space, members of 
the congregation have put in many hours of 
hard work and donations of furniture and 
books to turn it into a beautiful, warm and 
welcoming space. This is now being used for 
a house group that meets on a regular basis. 
Our thanks to everyone who helped, and 
particularly to Lydia, Jenny and Patrick who 
had the vision to make it happen. 
 Our church continues to support various 

charities, amongst which I mention the Re-
habilitation Project in the Cameroon, for 
which Thelma collects people’s spare cop-
pers (pennies not police!) and the annual 
Shoebox appeal to which, last year our 
church sent over 100 shoeboxes. 
 I would like to thank everyone within 
our church community who supports our 
life at St Francis. For those who ensure our 
services run smoothly by helping with setting 
up, flowers, serving, giving out hymn books, 
singing, playing, intercessions, readings, col-
lections, serving tea and coffee, washing up, 
cleaning, and clearing up. Thank you also to 
those who give up their time to sit on com-
mittees and represent the people of our 
church, and for the projects they take up on 
our behalf. 
 Our Church continues to grow in 
strength and faith, and we have welcomed a 
number of new families to our congregation 
this year. We are glad to see old and new 
faces every week getting to know each other 
and growing as a family. Here’s to next year. 

Norah Shallow  



Sunday Services 
ST JAMES' CHURCH, BEAUCHAMP LANE 
 
   8.00 am  Holy Communion 
 10.00 am  Sung Eucharist  
 ”Church at the Centre” every fourth Sunday 
 Also Sunday Lunch : every second Sunday 

 

ST FRANCIS' CHURCH, HOLLOW WAY 
  

10.30 am  Parish Eucharist 
 

Mid-Week Services & Meetings 
Monday  8.00 am Morning Prayer – St James 
   2.30 pm Parish Mothers’ Union –  
                                     St James (3rd Mon) 
   5.30 pm Evening Prayer – St James 

Tuesday  8.00 am Morning Prayer – St James 
  10.00 am Seashells Toddler Group : St 
James 
  12.00 pm Eucharist – St James 
  12.30 pm Tuesday Lunch Club – St James 
    2.30 pm Friends of St Francis –  
                                     St Francis (2nd & 4th) 
  5.30 pm Evening Prayer – St James 

Wednesday 8.00 am Morning Prayer – St James 
  5.30 pm Evening Prayer – St James 

Thursday 8.00 am Morning Prayer – St James 
  5.30 pm Evening Prayer – St James 
  7.00 pm Eucharist – St Francis  

Friday  8.00 am Morning Prayer – St James
   5.30 pm Evening Prayer – St James 

The Parish of Cowley office in St 
James Church Centre is open :  
 
Tuesdays 12.30pm - 3.00 pm, 
Fridays 9.00 - 3.00 pm, 
and by appointment. 
 
Parish Secretary: Elaine Ulett 
 
Ministry Team Telephone: 
01865 747 680  
parishofcowley@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Team Rector 
Revd Howard Thornton  
Cowley Rectory  
11 Beauchamp Lane 
Oxford OX4 3LF 
Howard has Friday as his day off. 
 
Team Vicar 
Revd Susannah Reide 
27 Don Bosco Close 
Oxford OX4 2LD 
Susannah has Monday as her day 
off. 
 
Non-Stipendiary Ministers 
 
Revd Canon Mark Oxbrow 
13 Annesley Road 
Oxford, OX4 4JH 
Tel: 01865 461953 
markoxbrow@aol.com 
 
Revd Amanda Bloor 
Diocesan Church House 
North Hinksey 
Oxford OX2 0NB 
Tel: 01865 208 221 
parishofcowley@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Churchwardens:   
Vacancy 
Norah Shallow 
Tel: 765199 
 
Deputy Wardens:  
Margaret Martin Tel: 718532 
Pat Chung: Tel: 773792 




